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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 1491 
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TAGS: PFOR, IN, IS 

SUBJECT: INDIAN POSITION ON ISRAEL 

1 . INDIAN PRESS JAN. 21 CARRIED PTI WIRESERVICE REPORT FROM 
NEW YORK DESCRIBING INDIAN PERMREP JAIPAL'S SPEECH TO UN SEC 
COUNCIL JAN. 20 ON PALESTINIAN QUESTION. AT ONE POINT IN 
THE REPORT, IT IS SAID THAT "(JAIPAL) MADE IT CLEAR THAT 
(STIPULATION OF THE RIGHTS OF PALESTINIANS) SHOULD BE DONE 
WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THE RIGHTS OF ISRAEL. IN COURSE OF PASSING 
COPY OF DEPT'S JAN. 27 STATEMENT ON MIDDLE EAST AND SECCOUNCIL 
DEBATE TO MEA JOINT SECRETARY (WEST ASIA AND NORTH AFRICA) 

JAN. 29, EMBOFF INQUIRED WHETHER MEA HAD TEXT OF JAIPAL'S 
REMARKS WHICH INDICATED HE HAD USED THE REPORTED FORMULA AND 
WHETHER IT SIGNIFIED ANY VARIATION IN PAST GOI POSITIONS. 

EMBOFF NOTED THAT THEYHAD FREQUENTLY SEEN INDIAN REFERENCES 
TO SUPPORT FOR SECCOUNCIL RES. 242, WHICH IMPLICITLY EN 
DORSES ISRAEL S RIGHTS BY REFERENCES TO SOVEREIGNTY AND 
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BORDERS OF STATES IN THE AREA, BUT DID NOT RECALL HAVING 
SEEN ANY RECENT EXPLICIT REFERENCE TO ISRAEL BY A SENIOR 
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GOI SPOKESMAN. 

2. MEA OFFICIAL SAID THAT JAIPAL HAD BEEN AUTHORIZED TO RE- 
ITERATE GOI POSITION IN TERMS OF RES. 242 BUT HAD NOT BEEN 
GIVEN ANY DRAFT LANGUAGE, NOR DID MEA HAVE TEXT OF JAIPAL'S 
REMARKS. IN RESPONSE TO MEA OFFICIAL'S QUERY AS TO SIGNIFI- 
CANCE OF A SPECIFIC AS OPPOSED TO AN IMPLIED REFERENCE TO 
ISRAEL, EMBOFF DREW ON DEPT. STATEMENT AS REFLECTING IMPORTANCE 
AND SIGNIFICANCE USG ATTACHED TO RECOGNITION OF THE RIGHTS 

AND INTERESTS OF ISRAEL IN REACHING ANY SETTLEMENT IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST. COMMENTING THAT HE RECOGNIZED THE RELEVANCE 
OF THIS TO THE FORMULATION BEING USED BY THE GOI, HE NOTED HE 
WOULD CHECK BACK ON PAST INDIAN USAGES AS WELL AS ON THE 
SPECIFIC LANGUAGE USED BY AMBASSADOR JAIPAL LAST WEEK. HE HAS 
THUS FAR NOT PROVIDED INFO. 

3. COMMENT: WE WOULD APPRECIATE USUN COMMENTS ON (A) WHETHER 
JAIPAL SAID WHAT HE WAS REPORTED HERE TO HAVE SAID; (B) 

WHETHER IT STRUCK USUN AS BEING MORE EXPLICIT THAN OTHER GOI 
FORMULATIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN HEARD IN UN FORUMS. AND (C) 
WHETHER YOU ATTACH ANY SIGNIFICANCE TO WHATEVER WAS SAID. 

(THE REMAINDER OF JAIPAL'S REMARKS AS REPORTED IN THE PRESS 
HERE SEEMED PRETTY MUCH ON THE USUAL LINE OF INDIAN SUPPORT 
FOR ARAB POSITIONS ON THIS QUESTION.) MEA OFFICIAL'S REMARKS 
SUGGESTED THAT IF JAIPAL SHIFTED HIS PITCH SOMEWHAT IT MAY 

NOT HAVE BEEN IN RESPONSE TO ANY EXPLICIT GOI INSTRUCTION. 

WE HAVE ALSO NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT AMBASSADOR KAUL IN A NEW 
HAVEN SPEECH NOV. 13, 1975, MAY ALSO HAVE USED THE SAME 
FORMULATION AS JAIPAL. HE WAS QUOTED INDIRECTLY BY AP AT 
THAT TIME AS SAYING, "INDIA RECOGNIZED ISRAEL AS A SOVEREIGN 
STATE BUT BELIEVED ARABS AND THOSE WHO DO NOT FOLLOW THE 
JEWISH RELIGION DO NOT ENJOY EQUAL RIGHTS." WE HAVE CHECKED 
OUR OWN FILES BACK TO 1967 AND DO NOT FIND ANY OTHER SPECIFIC 
REFERENCE BY AN INDIAN OFFICIAL TO ISRAEL AS A "SOVEREIGN" 

STATE WITH "RIGHTS" WHICH HAD TO BE RESPECTED. 
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